
Annalong Valley Walk 
This is a simple and accessible walk that takes you right into the heart of the Mourne Mountains, 
offering spectacular views even when the weather is less than inviting!  You won’t be climbing any 
mountains but you will hopefully get to see a great range of the major Mournes peaks - Binnian, 
Lamagan, Commedagh, Donard and others.


This route is linear, meaning you will be coming back the same way you came, and is very easy to 
navigate.  The total distance is just under 6 miles, but you can turn back at any point and still have 
been treated with some great views.  The end point offers a fantastic view of Ben Crom and Silent 
Valley reservoirs from above, with many more peaks beyond.  There is convenient parking and 
even a small cafe for a post walk treat.


As always with mountain walking it is important that safety precautions are taken seriously.  The 
Mournes are quite capable of providing four seasons in a single day and the increased height 
means temperatures will be cooler than expected, the sun will be stronger.  The ground underfoot 
will be rough and probably wet, even on the paths.  This means check the weather forecast, wear 
suitable clothing and footwear and always have a map.  I would still recommend having a 
Mournes map or using a suitable mobile phone app, for example Viewranger, which I use as a 
map backup and for planning routes.  Its simple and also free.  I have included a link to the 
Viewranger route for this walk at the end of the document, as well as a more detailed view of the 
route


STARTING POINT


The starting point is at Carrick Little carpark on the Head Road, Annalong, and heads North up 
the track clearly visible at the side of the car park. (see below)  This is often busy and fills early, 
especially at weekends.  I would recommend driving on up the track beside the car park (trust me, 
it is drivable!) where locals offer all day parking in good carparks for around £5.  It also takes a few 
hundred meters of the uphill climb.







From here the path heads uphill into the mountains.  You will quickly leave the farmhouses behind 
and be rewarded with a view of Slieve Binnian directly ahead, with its distinctive rocky torrs along 
the top ridge.  Along the way you will see some great examples of traditionally built Mourne stone 
walls.


The path winds along with the south side of Binnian on your left and Annalong Wood on your 
right, opening up to a wider view up the Annalong Valley with Slieve Donard, Commedagh and the 
Brandy Pad in the distance.


As you pass the end of Annalong Woods, there is a lovely little ford to cool your feet in on a warm 
day and plenty of rocks to take a moment to enjoy the view.  From here you have an excellent 
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view of Slieve Lamagan directly ahead with Cove Mountain and the Annalong Buttress just 
behind.  The buttress is a popular climbing spot and with keen eyes or binoculars you will often 
see climbers on the face above the rocky base of the buttress.  This isn’t natural rockfall and you 
can see clear differences in the colour of the exposed rocks in the right light.  During WWII the 
area of Lamagan and Cove was used by the US Army & Navy as an artillery range in preparation 
for the Normandy landings.  If you look carefully you can see shell holes in the ground in front of 
you and following recent fires, the remnants of large naval shells and smaller mortars regularly 
appear if you walk off the path.


You are also sitting above a marvel of hidden engineering, the Binnian Tunnel. Between 1947 and 
1950/51, a workforce of over 150 men drove a tunnel nearly two and a half miles long underneath 
Slieve Binnian to carry water from the Annalong valley to top up the Silent Valley reservoir in 
response to the ever increasing demand for water in the greater Belfast area. The task was 
undertaken by two work squads, starting at either end and meeting in the middle nearly 800 
metres under the roof of the mountain. In an amazing demonstration of engineering skill they used 
candles to determine the straightness of their bore and met in the middle only inches of their 
centre marks!


Head on up the path, keeping left at any turn offs and keeping to the main path towards the rocky 
outcrop of Percy Bysshe.  Hidden behind this is Blue Lough which is a lovely spot for another rest!   
Slieve Lamagan and its impressive slabs tower above you on the right and to the left is a great 
view along the length of Slieve Binnian and the sea beyond.

 


A short walk ahead of you now is the saddle between Binnian and Lamagan with a view to the 
rocky summit of Ben Crom, which gives its name to the reservoir below it.  This is the halfway 
point of the route and if you have persisted to here you will be rewarded with fantastic views of 
Silent Valley reservoir to the left and Ben Crom Reservoir to the right.  Beyond this are a spread of 
peaks - Slieve Bearnagh, Meelmore, Meelbeg, Lough Shannagh, Carn and Muck (right to left), 
with the impressive rocky top of Doan in the middle and Ben Crom directly in front of you.






It really is worthwhile taking some time at this point to take in the entire vista, it is one of the best 
views in the Mournes.  This is a great spot for a coffee and a snack before heading back.


You haven’t seen it all on the way up, the views heading back down are equally rewarding as you 
look down the entire valley, across the intricate patchwork of stone walled fields that fills the 
space between the mountains and the sea.


I hope you enjoy this one, its a lovely walk all year round and can be easily tailored to both your 
time or how energetic you are feeling.


Ben Crom reservoir from Buzzard’s Roost (Ryan Simpson Photography)



DETAILED ROUTE


Click here to access the route on the Viewranger app.

https://my.viewranger.com/route/details/MzkwOTIxMA==

